






“It took the 
shyness off 

my shoulders, 
it made me 
feel brave.”

Tamariki  
Participant

“�The feedback that I was getting 
from a lot of the parents was — 
Oh, my kid’s never done that 
before — so their ability to 
engage our kids in something 
that isn’t normal to them, gave 
them an opportunity to see, 
is this something that I want? 
And a lot of them came out 
of their shells in that sort of 
space too. So it was really 
amazing to see the whole 
performance come together 
at the theatre and the kids 
were just buzzing.”
Waikura Dunn, Community House Lead 
Glenview Community Centre

“�From the outset, the energy 
and wairua in the theatre were 
electric and uplifting. I found 
myself shedding a few tears 
as I watched the hard work 
each group of tamariki 
presented. [...] Tiipene and I 
left Kirikiriroa feeling inspired 
and uplifted by the two days 
we had. Witnessing this level 
of community support for our 
young people is a true example 
of nourishing young minds 
and hearts — empowering 
them with creative tools to 
carry into the future.” 
Dr. Riki Gooch

“A lot of kids don’t really 
get the opportunity nowadays 

to do that kinda stuff, so as 
soon as they hear of a stage, 

they fear. So it was a bit of 
a confidence builder and a 

booster for the kids to be able 
to do something like that. It was 

beautiful to see how well they 
got on the stage and they 

overcame their fear.” 
Community Participant  

and Parent



“�This initiative not only activated our theatre in fresh 
and meaningful ways, but also inspired us to reimagine 
how our spaces can serve the wider creative 
community. Auaha didn’t just bring art to the stage; 
it brought community into the heart of our venue.”
Shaun Bugden, General Manager, Clarence St Theatre

“�For them to have just the opportunity to get on the 
stage, sing, dance, showcase their painting, their 
artwork, gives them a sense again, of belonging — but 
that they matter, their voice is heard, and that there’s 
actually people that care about them, their feelings, 
and everything that they’ve prepared.”
Sopo Vaeagi, Community House Lead, Te Whānau Pūtahi



Named for the neighbourhood area codes, 
this multimedia exhibition celebrated the 
creative mahi of whānau from the 
neighbourhoods of Fairfield and Hamilton 
South, celebrating local identity, community 
connection, and the impact of Auahatanga 
ki te Kāinga for all involved. 
Every participant’s artwork was treated as 
taonga by a team of award-winning local 
creative professionals. This included the 
team at Te Whare Taonga o Waikato 
Museum & Gallery, photographer Mark 
Hamilton, the team at AREA Design, Luke 
McConnell, and artists and curators Leafa 
Wilson, Ahsin Ahsin and Abigail Aroha 
Jensen.

An exhibition catalogue was produced 
which featured more than 200 pages of 
full colour photographs of gatherings, 
kaumātua advice, the community’s work, 
and featured the names of each participant 
who contributed art to the exhibition. 
The exhibition was opened via a full-day 
programme of events centred on the 
occasion of Matariki, which included an 
opening ceremony, waiata, kōrero, kai and 
activities. Local artists led free interactive 
workshops including tilemaking, painting, 
textile, and a Squiggla activation — a creative 
play programme from the Chartwell Trust. 
The day also featured live music and poetry 
readings by local performers. 

843 to the 855 Exhibition and 
Matariki Community Day
June-August 2025  
Te Whare Taonga o Waikato Museum & Gallery

12,650
total museum visitors  

during exhibition period

“�Your collaboration and 
activation through the 843 
to the 855 exhibition had 
a profound impact on our 
connection and engagement 
with young artists from 
communities that may not 
have previously seen the 
museum as their Whare too. 
Your activation of our whole 
space over the Matariki 
weekend was a joyful, chaotic, 
and expressive celebration 
of the creativity that hides 
in plain sight in our city. 
Thank you for the privilege of 
working with your supportive 
and committed team on this 
and many other kaupapa over 
the year.”
Deborah Nudds, Kaiwhakahaere Wheako 
Manuwhiri, Visitor Experience Manager, 
Te Whare Taonga o Waikato Museum & Gallery

A survey, administered both via QR code and paper forms, 
provided a space for community to share feedback.

“�Amazing engagement of the 
community and celebrating 
all ages and demographics. 
A real celebration of the 
Waikato and creativity!!”
Community Feedback

“�So beautiful, hīkinitia te 
wairua, to see the unity, 
care, and aroha to bring 
this exhibition together. 
It’s wonderful the museum 
is sharing local stories from 
various peoples of various 
ages. Thoroughly enjoyed.”
Community Feedback

“�It was amazing, entertaining, 
& excellent to see different 
creative ideas come together 
to perform unity as one! 
I loved it.”
Community Feedback

“�I loved it! So awesome to 
see the students expressing 
themselves and also to see 
them being mentored by 
artists in the process! Hope 
we see more of this in the 
museum!”
Community Feedback

685
visitors for opening 

day of exhibition

From 21 June — 3 August 2025, the exhibition: 843 to the 855 
Auahatanga ki te Kāinga community project ran at Te Whare 
Taonga o Waikato Museum & Gallery. 

“�This project was like a freight 
train of creativity, rolling 
through the museum.”
Jon Primmer, Curator, Poutiaki Whakataki, 
Te Whare Taonga o Waikato Museum & Gallery 



90% 
strongly agreed that  

creative activities  
bring communities  

together

“My family loved going  
to the community centre 
to make art every week. 

My child grew in confidence 
and enjoyed meeting and 

working with the others there. 
He felt so proud to have his 
hard work displayed at the 
museum and to bring his 

family along to see it.”
Participating Community  

Feedback

“�Words cannot express how you have seen the area, 
to bring people together, and today, looking at the arts, 
looking at the videos, these things we only watch in 
movies. But coming in here, and seeing yourself there, 
and seeing your tamariki, your whānau, their names 
are up on the wall, it’s just like wow, these are dreams 
hanging up there, these are destinies hanging up here. 
So it takes someone to realise the need out there.”
Participating Community Feedback

51%
of respondents to the 

survey in 843 to the 855 had 
not been to an exhibition at 

the museum before 



This report offers a snapshot into some of the outcomes and impacts of this initiative. This report has been 
prepared by Creative Waikato. It is informed by a bespoke research approach, community engagement and 
professional best practice. For more information and disclaimers, please contact hello@creativewaikato.co.nz

Documentary film

Relationships built and strengthened over 
the course of the programme continue, 
with the professional development and 
capability development for all community 
organisations continuing to bear fruit. 
This report, in combination with a funding 

proposal template provides a pathway and 
model for future initiatives and collaborations 
of this kind. To have a kōrero about how 
to support creativity in your community, 
please contact Creative Waikato:  
hello@creativewaikato.co.nz

The final event of the Auahatanga ki te Kāinga programme 
was a community preview of the documentary film: Auaha 
— Creativity in the Neighbourhood at the Waikato Regional 
Theatre in February 2026, which drew together local 
participating communities, delivery teams, collaborators, 
funders, enablers, and broader communities to celebrate 
the impact of the programme. 

61% 
of New Zealanders agree 

that the arts make an 
important contribution 
to community resilience 

and wellbeing6 

6	 Creative New Zealand, ‘New Zealanders and 
the arts Ko Aotearoa me ōna Toi 2023’, p. 22.


