Module 9

Whakairo
Hinengaro

Weaving your creative passion and business

Intellectual Property (IP)
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He mea nui te
tiaki me te
rauhī hoki i ōu
whakaaro me
ōu ariā.
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Do you have a
particularly unique or
special idea you want
to ensure is not copied?
Here are some things
to consider.
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©

Section 9.1

Copyright ©

Copyright protects your
original works like artwork,
books, computer programs,
drawings, films, music, and
sound recordings.

You may use the symbol © to help you demonstrate that
you claim copyright in a particular work, but you don’t
need to.
In Aotearoa, copyright is automatic every time an
original work is created, published and performed. No
registration is necessary (or even possible). You don’t
need to do anything formal to get copyright protection.
Copyrighted works must be:
• An expression of ideas
• Original
• Your property
How long does copyright last?
It lasts 50 years for literary, dramatic, musical and
artistic works (from the end of the calendar year in
which the author died).
It also lasts 50 years for sound recordings and films
(from the end of the calendar year in which they were
made, or for 50 years since they were first released).

9.1
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Section 9.2

Trade Marks™

You can distinguish your
goods or services in the
market place by using a
trademark.

A trademark is used to protect:
• A symbol (often logos)
• A word or words (often business names)
Registering a trademark not only protects your brand,
but also can enhance the value of your business. You
can register your trademark through the Intellectual
Property Office of New Zealand or through an
intellectual property firm like James and Wells.

9.2
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Section 9.3

Patents

A patent gives you a legal
right to stop others from
making, using, or selling
something you have invented
for up to 20 years.

Your rights only exist in each country or region
where your patent is granted.
For more information on intellectual property in
Aotearoa, visit www.iponz.govt.nz or for Māori IP,
visit https://www.iponz.govt.nz/about-ip/maori-ip/.

9.3
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Ahakoa kei whea koe
i runga i tō hīkoinga
pakihi, e tino hiahia
ana te tīma o
Creative Waikato ki
te rongo mai i ngā
ringatoi kei tō mātou
rohe. Kua utua
mātou ki te awhi i
ngā ringatoi, nō
reira me whakapā
mai ki a mātou.
No matter where you’re at in your
business journey, the team at Creative
Waikato love hearing from artists in our
region. We’re here to help, so please
don’t be a stranger.
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